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Server Manager

Server Manager simplifies the management of 

multiple remote servers and their installed OS 

roles by reducing the number of context switches 

within common workflows; adding centralized, 

quick monitoring; and providing effective 

troubleshooting.

The focus of our user experience investment in 

this release was to deliver a new, modern 

experience for Windows Server that is both fresh 

and familiar to IT Professionals. 

The new version of Server Manager exemplifies 

this design direction, bringing a principled 

approach to design that embraces the Metro 

style being adopted across Microsoft.

The Windows 8 Server Manager is a reimagined console for remote management of multiple servers and roles.
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Experience Principles

✔ Pride in craftsmanship

✔ Be fast and fluid

✔ Authentically digital

✔ Do more with less

✔ Win as one

Server Manager was designed to reflect our core values.
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Visual Evolution

Windows Server 2008

Windows Server 8

Fresh yet familiar. The new Server Manager clearly resembles its predecessor. 

Server Manager’s lineage is immediately

clear and recognizable, which instills a

sense of confidence for existing users. It

also provides the right context for this

release as an evolution.
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Our users and their roles

Design Process
Design Research
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Design Process
White boarding
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Design Process
Alternative approaches
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Workshops
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Design Process
Low fidelity wireframes
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Design Process
Visual Refresh
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Design Process
Visual Refresh #2
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Design Process
Final Designs
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Roles – File Services
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File Services

File Services enables users to easily pivot 

between key components of file server without 

the need to move to a separate tool. 

Bringing management of key aspects of the file 

server, including storage management, into a 

single console takes the on-box experience 

closer to the experience of managing a file server 

appliance. 

Centralized management of File Server and Storage components.



Windows Server 8



Windows Server 8



Windows Server 8



Windows Server 8

19

Bar Charts

File Services utilizes bar charts in list views and 

related tiles to show storage usage. Charts rely 

on the familiar green, yellow, and red colors to 

show normal, warning and error states.

Charts provide immediate insights instead of 

presenting users with complex datasets. In a list 

view, the user can easily compare usage of 

different volumes at a glance and identify the 

ones that require immediate attention.

Using visualizations to provide at-a-glance views.
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Tile details

Child tiles in File services use a navigation link at 

the bottom of the tile to help people navigate 

between pages while retaining context. 

As an example, on the Shares page the user can 

click the navigation link in the Volumes child tile 

to navigate to the Volumes page.  

The selection in the Shares page is retained 

across the navigation to help orient the user on 

the landing page. This way, the user never loses 

context while moving from one page to another.

Parent tiles show a refresh timestamp at the 

bottom to indicate the last time a page was 

updated with data.

Navigation links and refresh time stamp provide additional functionality.

Volumes page

Shares page
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